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Press release

Fort Bard, the new cultural pole of the Western Alps

Bard, Valle d’Aosta - Italy
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Fort Bard complex is the protagonist of a wide project aimed at the creation of a cultural pole in the Western Alps. From impregnable defence for the valley the Fortress has been transformed into a gateway to the Alps’ culture and traditions, with a museum centre in the forefront of the international scenery dedicated to the mountain. 

The restoration and development project, committed by Regione Autonoma Valle d’Aosta, started in 1993 and culminated in January 2006 with the re-opening of Fort Bard, after its complete renovation. Nowadays the Fortress offers only a part of the several activities planned by the project, whose purpose is to bring together innovative cultural spaces, services and accommodation in one single structure. 

To complete the project, in addition to the Ferdinando, Fortifications and Frontiers Museum,  the Museum of the Alps, The Children’s Alps, the ancient Prisons and the space for temporary exhibitions, Fort Bard offers an info-point to promote the cultural artistic heritage of Valle d’Aosta Region (already working), a school area provided with a lecture room for lessons, meetings and film projections, two conference rooms, historical and thematic paths, a small refined hotel, a shopping area, a restaurant and a cafeteria.
In respect of the naturalistic and historical context, the Fortress is becoming the main centre of interpretation and diffusion of the alpine culture, by integrating the international dimension with a strong attention to communicate the specific heritage of Valle d’Aosta.

The restoration and development project

The Fortress reconversion project has been realized by Regione Autonoma Valle d’Aosta with the financial support of the European Regional Development Fund and the rotation State Fund in favour of the industrial decayed areas, under the supervision of Valle d’Aosta office for Heritage and Cultural Activities.

The structure is formed by three buildings - joined by courtyards and passages - with a global area of 14.467 mq and 3.600 mq are dedicated to exhibitions. An internal pathway and a panoramic lifts system connect the top of the rock on which the Fortress stands to the medieval village of Bard, along a drop of 106 metres.
The Fort history
The history of Fort Bard covers over thousand years. Destructions and reconstructions and the passing of eminent characters, from Napoleon to Stendhal and Cavour, make Bard a very suggestive historical and monumental site.

Given its strategic position, the rock of Bard must have been used as a fort since the Roman age. The first fortification dates back to 1034 and was owned by the archdukes Boso from Aosta. Then it passed under Savoy control and in 1661 it became the main stronghold of Savoy garrisons in Valle d’Aosta. The most famous military episode in which the Fortress was involved was the valorous resistance to Napoleon in May 1800: the surrender was signed after a long siege the 1st of June. Consequently Napoleon ordered the “vilain castel de Bard” to be razed to the ground. In 1827 Duke Carlo Felice commissioned the rebuilding of the fortress, appointing the military engineer Francesco Antonio Olivero to carry out the project. The construction work took from 1830 to 1838. The complex consisted – like today - of three buildings placed on different levels: below Opera Ferdinando, half way up Opera Vittorio and at the top Opera Carlo Alberto, the most impressive one.

In 1975 the Italian military domain abandoned the Fortress of Bard. In 1990 Regione Autonoma Valle d’Aosta bought the Fortress and in 1993 the conversion project started up. 

The Fort today

The restyling of the Fort is characterized by a modern architectural structure, which merges military setting and new technologies: the architectural solutions give the possibility to admire the wholeness of the valley and the ancient village extension. 

Core of the reconversion project is the ambition to make the Fortress a centre of interpretation of the alpine culture - whose the Museum of the Alps is the “buttonhole flower”- in a constant dialogue between tradition and contemporary: interpretation and narration of the contemporary Alps, with their fascination and contradictions, merge alpine history and traditions. A cultural project which combines the educational mission of a museum with the communicative power of a theme park, in order to teach through emotion and play. The Fortress offers the visitor. also an exclusive gateway to Valle d’Aosta heritage and especially to the lower valley, through Espace Vallée Culture and the numerous events related to the microsystem Bard-Donnas- Pont Saint Martin.

The Fortress offers to its public:
The Ferdinando. Fortifications and Frontiers Museum
A new, fascinating, historical route over an area of ​​over two thousand square meters. Located in the Ferdinando Opera, located at the first level of the fortified fortress, the museum proposes an engaging journey through the evolution of defensive techniques, siege systems and the frontier concept.
Museum of the Alps – heart of the museological program, it is a virtual journey, through time and space, to discover the universe of Alps. The visiting path, articulated in twenty-nine rooms, combines tradition and new technologies with new technologies and describes a “living” mountain, transformed by men. Visitors can assist to the Alps’ origin and their colonisation, to the evolution of human settlements, communications network and Alpine civilisation. An interactive multimedia museum, to be experienced by all senses. 
Temporary exhibitions - Opera Carlo Alberto round floor holds a prestigious exhibition space dediated to the Alps and their heritage. 
Espace Vallée Culture – This area is dedicated to the cultural artistic heritage of Valle d’Aosta. A multimedia equipment, available in four different languages, offer the tourists the chance to have all information about the most interesting paths in the valley, among castles and archaeological sites, wine and food itineraries, naturalistic attractions and appointments within Valle d’Aosta typical celebrations and folklore. The space is cared by Valle d’Aosta Office For Heritage and Cultural Activities.

The Prison cells - Fort Bard history is revealed in a permanent exhibition area. The narrow cells, where prisoners were kept, provide an itinerary that takes visitors through the military history of the Fort, for centuries regarded as a strategic crossing point. Short films, documents and reconstructions in high-impact 3D introduce visitors to the architectural evolution of the fortress, revealing the historical figures that have marked the main events forming its history from the 11th Century, through its reconstruction in 1830, until today.
Schools area- spaces for schools provided with a room for lessons, meetings and film projections. 

Entertainment area and open air theatre – from june to september the Fortress courtyards are transformed into summer theatres, equipped for holding concerts, film projections and theatre performances. 
Children’s Alps – an interactive museum for children. An experience with a virtual ascent of Mont Blanc. Location: Opera Vittorio, ground floor. 

Accommodation in the Fort and in Bard village
Since the beginning the Fort restoration plan was included in the wider project involving also Bard village and reflects the idea of joining all the cultural spaces in one location. The accommodation structures are split between courtyards inside the Fortress and Bard village.
La Polveriera Restaurant and Café - Located in Opera di Gola, inside the Fortress. The restaurant sets more than 90 covers, plus the adjoining café, projected by Vico Magistretti. At the moment only the café is open to the public; the restaurant spaces are available just on reservation, with external catering service for congresses and ceremonies.
Archi Candidi Conference Room – Elegant conference room on the second floor of Opera Carlo Alberto (it sets more than 100 people).
Olivero Conference Hall – Elegant conference room on the second floor of Opera Carlo Alberto (it sets more than 200 people).
Hotel Cavour et des Officiers 

The elegant and refined Hotel Cavour et des Officiers is located in the halls of the old garrison, just over the bread oven, inside Opera (Building) Carlo Alberto in Fort Bard. The value that we offer is the unique experience of staying inside the walls of a fortress inside one of the eleven rooms belonging  to a great work of art. 

Info & Booking from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Ph. +39 0125 833886
 E-mail: hotelcavour@fortedibard.it 

Hotel Stendhal – Refined hotel in the middle of the village, with 19 bedrooms (a total of 46 beds) and a restaurant.  Open. 
Holiday house Casa Ciuca – Made out of a XV century building, the new wine shop is in front of the main road. Open.
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Info.
Associazione Forte di Bard

Forte di Bard - Bard (AO)

Ph. + 39 0125 833811

Fax + 39 0125 833830

e-mail: info@fortedibard.it

www.fortedibard.it

Press Office

Ph. + 39 0125 833824
ufficiostampa@fortedibard.it

Opening times

Tuesday-Friday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Monday closed
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